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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DiCesare et al. (5971435). 

For claim 1 , DiCesare discloses a method and system for verifying the 
authenticity of an autograph on a collectible item. It is disclosed that the collector 
personally witnesses the signing of the item as claimed. The step of connecting an 
originating computer to a central computer via an online communication system is 
disclosed in column 4, lines 35-38. For the information about the signing to be 
transmitted electronically to the computer database (central computer), an originating 
computer of some kind is inherently required to send the information. DiCesare 
discloses the storing of information as claimed on the central computer. The language 

"for which the collector seeks to obtain from the central computer" is considered to be 

functional intended use language and is not considered to be a positive recitation of a 
step. DiCesare discloses the providing of information to the central computer and 
storing of information as claimed. DiCesare discloses a certificate of authenticity, which 
the examiner considers to be the voucher 3. The voucher 3 is a certificate of 
authenticity. DiCesare discloses that the signed collectible item and the voucher have 
the same ID number. The item and certificate are linked by a common number. See 
column 5, lines 16-21. 
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DiCesare does not disclose that the certificate of authenticity (the voucher) has a 
hologram with a bar code as claimed, where the collectible item also has the same 
hologram. DiCesare also does not disclose that the witness signs a statement that 
declares under penalty of perjury that the information about the collectible item is 
accurate. 

With respect to the hologram, DiCesare already recognizes that the voucher and 
signed item are to have an identifier that is the same so as to link the two together. 
DiCesare discloses that in 1997 Sports Collectors Digest authenticated signed items by 
using holograms. See column 1 , lines 66-column 2, line 5. Also see column 3, lines 34- 
40 where it is disclosed that the certificate of authenticity may have a hologram. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have the identifier of DiCesare that is on the voucher and on the signed item to 
be a hologram as is known in the art for as a good form of authentication. With respect 
to the bar code, it would have been obvious to have a bar code on the voucher and 
signed item for an additional way to authenticate the signed item. This limitation is 
interpreted to simply be a 2 nd identifier on the item and voucher and is considered 
obvious. 

With respect to having the witness sign a statement under the penalty of perjury, 
the examiner notes that DiCesare already requires the witness to sign the voucher, but 
nothing is disclosed about the penalty of perjury. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the witness sign the 
voucher just like an affidavit, under the penalty of perjury. It is old and well known in the 
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art that when a person needs to make a sworn statement or attest to particular facts in a 
more official and legally binding manner, one can sign an affidavit or declaration under 
the penalty of perjury. This way the signing of the witness on the voucher has on a 
more trustworthy and convincing affect. Having the witness sign a statement under the 
penalty of perjury is nothing new and is considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art. 

For claim 2, DiCesare discloses that users are allowed access to information on 
a collectible as claimed. 

For claim 3, DiCesare allows what is claimed (transfer of ownership as claimed). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lam (6475634), Young (6591252), Lucarelli et al. (20030220885 
and 20010049606) disclose collectible authentication systems and methods relevant to 
the instant application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Ruhl whose telephone number is 703-308-2262. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 703-308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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